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The funds from these two events  go toward keeping our Organizat ion al ive and also go back in to our 
communi ty through communi ty grants  and trained volunteers. 

I AM SO PROUD THAT WE ARE SUPPORTED BY SO MANY PEOPLE WHO JOIN ME IN 
CHAMPIONING OUR MISSION.

Our commitment to creat ing a communi ty where fami l ies are se l f -suf f ic ient  and thr ive led us to our new 
partnership wi th Wardrobe for Opportuni ty (WFO) this  year.  This  par tnership has provided an oppor-
tuni ty to our members to act ive ly part ic ipate in support ing an organizat ion that  touches on two of  our 
four pi l lars:  c lo thing and jobs.  By hi t t ing on these two pi l lars,  WFO part ic ipants are able to f ind suc-
cess in the other two pi l lars that  guide our focus area: food and housing.

Our commitment to our members cont inues as we provide miss ion-based training to a member base of 
a lmost  500 dedicated, wel l -educated women that  span both Alameda and Contra Costa Count ies.  This 
happens on a cont inual  basis  through meet ings,  events ,  t rainings and communi ty impact  shi f t s . 

We have also been focused on bui lding our presence in the communi ty.  We partnered wi th the East  Bay 
Economic Development Al l iance (East  Bay EDA),  which in turn af forded us the opportuni ty to present  an 
award honoring a past  member of  the League and current  Alameda County Adminis t rator,  Susan Mura-
nishi ,  in f ront  of  the 500+ at tendees of  the Alameda County Women’s Hal l  of  Fame.

THIS HAS BEEN A YEAR OF GROWTH AND TRANSFORMATION FOR OUR LEAGUE. 

With the s t rength of  our Act ive and Sustaining members,  we are able to bui ld on our past  events , 
empower each other,  and and cont inue to improve and make a di f ference in our communi ty and in the 
l ives of  our members.  I  am not  only proud of  what has been accompl ished during this  past  year,  but  I 
am most ly proud of  you, our c iv ic leaders and communi ty bui lders,  in keeping our legacy al ive.

I  extend a s incere “ thank you” to each and every one of  you.

- Maria P. Falaschi

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President :  Maria Falaschi
President-Elect :  Lynna Do
EVP :  Anne Perkins,  June 2016-Januar y 2017 
Acting EVP :  AnnAlia Young, 
Februar y -  May 31 2017
Secretary :  Tabi tha Harper, 
June -  August  2016
Melanie Anguay, November 2016 - May 2017
Treasurer :  Mercedes Baumbach
SPAC :  Ju l ianne Averi l l
Sustainer Council Director :  Br i t tney Beuss ink
Nominating Chair :  Cai t l in Haskins, 
June -  August  2016

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
As we finish our 82nd year , 
i t ’ s  important  to ref lec t  on the impact  that  our League has had in 
empowering women and our communi ty in the Oakland-East  Bay area. 
These accompl ishments have been guided by our miss ion of  promot ing 
voluntar ism, developing the potent ia l  of  women and improving 
communi t ies through the ef fec t ive act ion and leadership of  t rained 
volunteers.  Keeping to that  legacy, I  am pleased by what we have 
accompl ished this  year. 

Br inging to l i fe the JLOEB’s dedicat ion to improving the East  Bay 
Area, we held two fundrais ing events  th is  year:  our inaugural  Give, 
Shop & Sip at  Walnut  Creek’s Broadway Plaza and our second annual 
LUNAFEST held at  the Lesher Theatre in Walnut  Creek. 

MANAGEMENT TEAM  
EVP-Elect :  Heather Craig
Community Programs Council Director : 
Sarah Talach
Membership Council Co-Directors : 
Odet te Vandaveer
Melanie Anguay, June -  November 2016
Marketing Communications Council 
Director: 
Noel le Pal lar i  June-December 2016 
Clara Del lenbach Januar y -  May 2017
Ways & Means Council Director : 
Amber Bales tr ier i
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an extraordinary breed of 
woman capable of leading 
her community and of 
getting others to follow in 
tackling society’s thorniest 
issues and orchestrating
monumental, meaningful 
change while enhancing the 
social, cultural and political 
fabric of our civil society;
The Junior League.
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The Junior League of  Oakland-East  Bay, Inc.  is  an organizat ion of  women 
commit ted to promot ing voluntar ism, developing the potent ia l  of  women and 
improving communi t ies through the ef fec t ive act ion and leadership of  t rained 

volunteers.  I t s  purpose is  exc lus ive ly educat ional  and chari table.

We envis ion an East  Bay where food, 
c lo thing, housing and jobs are plent i fu l—
creat ing a communi ty where fami l ies are se l f -
suf f ic ient  and thr ive.

The Associat ion of  Junior Leagues In ternat ional ,  Inc.  (AJL I )  i s  made up of  291 
Junior Leagues in the Uni ted States,  Canada, Mexico, and the Uni ted Kingdom. 
Formed in 1921 by member Junior Leagues,  the Associat ion exis ts  to add value 
to Junior Leagues in their  fu l f i l lment  of  the Junior League Miss ion – to promote 
voluntar ism, develop the potent ia l  of  women and improve communi t ies through 
the ef fec t ive act ions and leadership of  t rained volunteers.

AJL I  i s  a 501(c)3 not- for-prof i t  organizat ion – al l  programs and act iv i t ies are 
supported by membership dues,  foundat ion and corporate grants  and revenue-
producing ini t ia t ives.  I t  i s  governed by a 19-member Board of  Directors,  a l l  of 
whom are members of  the Junior Leagues in their  communi t ies.

MISSION AND VISION

FOCUS AREA: FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY

ASSOCIATION OF JUNIOR LEAGUES
INTERNATIONAL, INC.
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CAROLYN HAGA

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
AMBER BALESTRIERI
Years in League:  6 act ive years,  t ransfer 
f rom JL San Francisco in 2015

What makes JLOEB’s mission 
meaningful to you?  There is  so much 
potent ia l  in our communi ty to move forward 
wi th th is  Miss ion and to make a di f ference in 
the East  Bay.

What has been your favorite part 
of the current league year?  I ’ve real ly 
enjoyed networking in the communi ty whi le 
planning this  year’s  fundraisers.  People are 
very exci ted about what we do and who we 
are.  They are eager to learn more about us 
and look for ways they can contr ibute.  I t ’ s 
encouraging to see that  type of  enthusiasm 
about what we do.

Years in League: One Active Year

What made you want to join? Serving 
others has always been an important part of 

my life - and I felt like it was an awesome way 
to make an impact in my community and meet 

some great ladies along the way.

What is your advice for women new 
to Junior League? You never know when 

something small you do will make a huge 
difference to someone - try to do all of your 

league work with a smile. Come with an open 
heart and open mind - you will be sure to get 

back more than you give.
6



Years in League: One Act ive Year

What is your advice for women new to 
Junior League? My advice to women new to 
Junior League is  jus t  to jump in.   The Junior League 
of fers count less opportuni t ies for profess ional 
and se l f -development whi le cul t ivat ing fr iendships 
and posi t ive ly impact ing your local  communi ty.  
Whether you came to the League to make new 
fr iends,  or to volunteer,  our numerous social  c lubs 
and volunteer opportuni t ies is  unl ike any other 
organizat ion and there is  a place for you in i t . 

What have you found unexpected about 
Junior League?  The most  unexpected thing about 
Junior League is  the level  of  profess ional ism.   The 
Junior League’s profess ional ism and organizat ion 
as a purely volunteer organizat ion is  unparal le led 
to any other volunteer organizat ion I  have ever 
worked wi th.

Years in League: 15 years
joined in September of  2002

What made you want to join?  Are you 
kidding?   I t  was an excuse to get  out  of  the house 

for happy hour every second Tuesday of  the 
month!   In i t ia l ly  i t  was a “feel  good” opportuni ty to 

volunteer but  i t  t ru ly has been much, much more. 

What has been your favorite placement 
and why?   We were always encouraged to t ry 

di f ferent  p lacements,  those out  of  our comfor t 
zone.   I  absolute ly bel ieve i t .   My f i rs t  p lacement 

was wi th Super Stars L i teracy.  Are you kidding 
me?   I  didn’ t  even l ike k ids,  why would I  want to 

work on this  p lacement?  As i t  turns out ,  i t  was my 
most  grat i fy ing.   I  s tayed wi th i t  for three years and 

I  def ini te ly learned a great  deal  as wel l  as loved 
working wi th the kids and school  in Oakland.

EDDA MARGESON

TERI REYNOLDS

What is your advice for women new to Junior League?   Get  out  there!  The 
more events  that  you at tend the more people you’ l l  meet .   Don’ t  a lways hang out  wi th 
the people that  you know, in troduce yoursel f  to unfami l iar faces.    I  used to carpool  to 
meet ings wi th a dear fr iend.  She said that  she knew al l  my s tuf f  so why did we need 
to s i t  together?   I  agreed.  We’d walk in to the meet ing and then spl i t  up to v is i t  wi th 
other people.   We’d meet  af ter  the meet ing and carpool  home.
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POSITION STATEMENTS
Our advocacy ef for ts  are targeted to legis lat ion wi thin the fo l lowing areas,  which ref lec t  the 
focus areas of  the 17 part ic ipat ing Junior Leagues of  Cal i fornia:

EDUCATION
CalSPAC is  commit ted to ensur ing that  a l l  chi ldren and young adul ts  receive educat ional 
opportuni t ies that  are developmental ly appropriate,  increase achievement,  and lead to 
workplace marketabi l i ty .

FAMILY SUPPORT
CalSPAC is  commit ted to advocat ing for programs and pol ic ies that  promote the physical  and 
emot ional  wel l -being of  a l l  fami l ies.

HEALTH
CalSPAC is  commit ted to advocat ing for bet ter  access to qual i ty heal th care and prevent ion 
programs that  wi l l  improve mental  and physical  heal th of  our communi ty members.

VIOLENCE PREVENTION
CalSPAC is  commit ted to address ing the impact  of  v io lence in our communi t ies through 
prevent ion, in tervent ion, and educat ion.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
CalSPAC is  commit ted to ending human traf f icking in al l  i t s  forms. CalSPAC supports  pol ic ies 
and programs that  s top human traf f icking, advocate for v ic t ims,  and educate the communi ty at 
large.

CALIFORNIA STATE 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CalSPAC
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SINCE 1971
the Junior Leagues of  Cal i fornia State Publ ic 
Affairs  Commit tee (CalSPAC) has represented 
the in teres ts  of  i t s  member Leagues and their 
communi ty projects  to pol icymakers at  the 
nat ional ,  s ta te,  and local  levels .  CalSPAC 
advocates for legis lat ion favorable to i t s  member 
Leagues’  projects  and issues in educat ion, fami ly 
support ,  heal th,  human traf f icking, and vio lence 
prevent ion.

CalSPAC delegate members advocate for 
speci f ic  legis la t ion re levant  to member league 
issues,  educate their  home Junior League 
members about advocacy and publ ic  pol icy, 
and coordinate the exchange of  informat ion 
from communi ty-based league projects  to 
pol icymakers. 

Since 1992, CalSPAC has sponsored 
six bills and co-sponsored three 

bills that are now California Law; 
sponsored two California Resolutions; 
and co-sponsored one Congressional 

Resolution.

CalSPAC represents  17 member Junior Leagues 
comprised of  over 10,000 women who volunteer 
over 140,000 hours to 111 communi ty projects 
and give over $1 mi l l ion dol lars annual ly to 
their  communi t ies.

Junior League of  Oakland-East  Bay’s (JLOEB) 
advocacy ef for ts ,  led by JLOEB’s current  SPAC 
Delegate,  Ju l ianne Averi l l ,  has been qui te busy 
this  year.   To kick of f  the year,  we part ic ipated 
in CalSPAC’s annual  Day at  the Capi to l  in May 
2016.  Over 13 members at tended and learned 
about advocacy, heard from State Legis lators, 
and toured the Capi to l .

In the Fal l ,  we conducted CalSPAC’s “There 
Ought to Be a Law” idea contes t  to ident i fy key 
ideas for potent ia l  bi l l  sponsorship and Ms. 
Averi l l  shared the resul ts  of  our league’s contes t 
at  the CalSPAC Fal l  Conference in Fresno 
in October 2016.  Several  of  our member’s 
ideas became f inal is ts  for considerat ion by the 
CalSPAC delegat ion. 

CalSPAC
Current ly,  CalSPAC is  researching/
consider ing sponsorship of  legis lat ion 
re lated to the fo l lowing ideas:

SAFE HARBOR LAW

CalSPAC is  working to extend the current 
window for re l ie f  f rom chi ld abandonment 
charges for parents  turning chi ldren over 
to safe harbor organizat ions.   The current 
legis la t ion l imi ts  the window to 3 days and 
CalSPAC is  looking to extend the window 
to 30 days.

FINANCIAL LITERACY AND 
FOSTER YOUTH

CalSPAC is  researching legis lat ion that 
would require/provide f inancial  l i teracy 
t raining to youth t ransi t ioning out  of  the 
fos ter care sys tem.

SPAC hosted a Human Traf f icking 
Awareness Training & Panel  in honor of 
Human Traf f icking Awareness Month at 
the January General  Member Meet ing.  
Panel is ts  f rom the Contra Costa County 
Zero Tolerance for Human Traf f icking 
Coal i t ion,  DreamCatchers,  and West  Coast 
Chi ldren’s Cl inic provided an overview 
of th is  re levant  issue.  Our membership 
learned about the s igns of  human 
traf f icking and what they can do to help 
ass is t  these great  organizat ions. 

SPAC was also exci ted to in troduce two 
new events  for our members th is  year.  
F irs t ,  SPAC of fered scholarships to our 
membership to al low them to at tend 
CalSPAC’s quarter ly conferences and 
learn about the advocacy process.   The 
scholarship recipients  for 2016-2017 
were Sushma Narula and Al isha Dooley.  
SPAC, in coordinat ion wi th the Volunteer 
Development Commit tee,  was also exci ted 
to k ick of f  i t s  f i rs t  ever Leadership & 
Legis lat ion t raining ser ies on January 28, 
2017.  Assemblywoman Cather ine Baker 
f rom Cal i fornia’s  16th Assembly Dis t r ic t 
spoke wi th our membership on serving as 
a women leader.
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The Bay Area Cris is  Nursery was es tabl ished in 1981 by Sis ter  Ann Wel tz.  The Bay Area Cris is 
Nursery helps to prevent  chi ld abuse and chi ld neglect  by providing support ive services to 
fami l ies that  are in s t ress or cr is is .  The pr imary service is  to provide a warm, loving, homel ike 
environment for chi ldren from bir th to e leven years by of fer ing 24-hour res ident ia l  care. 

Every year,  the Bay Area Cris is  Nursery holds an Annual Yard Sale rais ing funds towards the 
miss ion to help communi ty fami l ies.  On Sunday, September 11th,  2016, the Junior League of 
Oakland-East  Bay partnered wi th the Bay Area Cris is  Nursery to sor t  var ious yard sale i tems 
at  the Concord faci l i ty .  JLOEB volunteers also had the opportuni ty to work wi th Nancy Thomas, 
Development Director for the Bay Area Cris is  Nursery as wel l  as volunteers f rom the Boys Team 
Chari ty – Walnut  Creek League.

The Food Bank has been nourishing our communi ty for 40 years and ser ves approximately 
188,000 hungr y people in need ever y month.   The Junior League of  Oakland/East  Bay 
par t ic ipated in a food packing shi f t  on November 9, 2016 by packing near ly 50 boxes of 
apples,  pears,  and kiwis,  for dis t r ibut ion to needy fami l ies in the East  Bay, as wel l  as to put 
to grocer y bags at  local  grocer y s tores.   These bags are $10 to purchase for a fami ly in need 
and donated af ter  purchase. 

COMMUNITY IMPACT SPOTLIGHT

BAY AREA CRISIS NURSEY YARD SALE SORTING

CONTRA COSTA FOOD BANK

OAKLAND-EAST BAY
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
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The Alameda County Foster Parent 
Associat ion’s miss ion is  to achieve consis tent , 
safe,  qual i ty care for the wel lbeing of 
a l l  fos ter  chi ldren by providing support 
services and advocacy to Foster and 
Adopt ive Fami l ies,  Relat ive and Non-Relat ive 
Caregivers.

On Sunday, November 13, 2016, JLOEB 
partnered wi th The Alameda County Foster 
Parent  Associat ion at  the Firs t  Presbyter ian 
Church of  Hayward in the fos ter youth 
c lo thing c loset  to organize hal f  of  the fu l l 
c loset  of  new donated i tems from s tores. 
JLOEB volunteers in ter faced wi th The 
Alameda County Foster Parent  Associat ion’s 
Fundrais ing Chair ,  Joyce Ryder.  These 
donat ions go to chi ldren in fos ter care and 
fami l ies in need. Thank you to the JLOEB 
volunteers,  Carolyn Haga, AnnAlia Young, 
Michel le Dunn, and L isa Parker for at tending 
this  shi f t !

The Junior League of  Oakland-East  Bay 
partnered wi th SHELTER Inc.  in Concord to 

provide volunteers for i t s  Thanksgiv ing Food 
Box Assembly.  The miss ion of  SHELTER, Inc. 
is  to prevent  and end homelessness for low 

income res idents  of  Contra Costa County 
by providing resources that  lead to se l f -

suf f ic iency. This  nonprof i t  organizat ion has 
celebrated 30 years in our communi ty!   With 

the help of  JLOEB members Carolyn Haga, 
Ju l issa Barajas,  Jess ica Romeo and Madison 

Schel l inck,  200 boxes of  Thanksgiv ing-
themed dry,  packaged and canned goods 

were sor ted and assembled. These food boxes 
were dis t r ibuted to local  low-income fami l ies 

the fo l lowing week for them to enjoy on 
Thanksgiv ing. What a great  way to give back- 

especial ly during the hol idays!

FOSTER YOUTH CLOTHING
CLOSET ORGANIZING

THANKSGIVING FOOD BOX
ASSEMBLY SHIFT

COMMUNITY IMPACT SPOTLIGHT

OAKLAND-EAST BAY
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
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WARDROBE FOR OPPORTUNITY
EIGHT MONTHS INTO THE PARTNERSHIP,  JLOEB HAS PROVIDED 

OVER 100 VOLUNTEER HOURS TO WFO! 
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WHO IS WFO?
Wardrobe for Opportuni ty (WFO) is  a successfu l  and growing 501(c)3 nonprof i t  organizat ion 
that  empowers low-income indiv iduals  f rom across the Bay Area wi th acquir ing in terv iew ski l l s , 
profess ional  c lo thing and the career support  they need to become economical ly se l f -suf f ic ient .
Founded in 1995 to address of ten over looked, yet  cr i t ical  barr iers to f inding and retaining 
employment,  WFO has served near ly 30,000 low-income indiv iduals  referred from over 40 
partner social  service and job- training agencies across the Bay Area. 

In 2014, WFO served 1,719 low-income job-seekers in the Find a Job program. Within 45 
days of  the in terv iew wardrobe appointment,  over 81% of c l ients  secured an in terview and 27% 
secured employment.

Starting in 2016 , 
JLOEB’s newest  communi ty partner is 
Wardrobe for Opportuni ty (WFO).  
WFO works in partnership wi th the 
communi ty to ass is t  low-income 
indiv iduals  in i t s  ef for ts  to f ind a job, 
keep a job, and bui ld a career.    With 
a career-dr iven focus,  WFO’s miss ion 
is  the perfect  f i t  for JLOEB’s fami ly 
se l f -suf f ic iency impact  area.  The 
partnership is  for a two-year term and 
extends in to the 2017-2018 JLOEB year. 

JLOEB’S IMPACT ON WFO
In  previous years,  JLOEB volunteers ass is ted 
WFO with bout ique sales at  i t s  Oakland 
headquarters.   Through the two-year 
partnership,  JLOEB has expanded i ts  impact 
wi th WFO.  In addi t ion to providing volunteers 
for i t s  on-going bout ique sales at  both Oakland 
and Concord bout ique locat ions,  JLOEB 
volunteers ass is ted WFO with:  
•	 Donat ion sor t ing
•	 Running curbside donat ion dr ives
•	 Picking up and dropping of f  donat ions from 

donat ion bins located at  par t ic ipat ing banks 
throughout the East  Bay

•	 Sty l ing WFO cl ients  to help f ind in terv iew 
appropriate at t i re at  WFO.

WHAT’S AHEAD WITH THE WFO 
PARTNERSHIP
JLOEB wi l l  cont inue to provide volunteers 
to ass is t  wi th WFO programming.  WFO 
commit tee members are current ly seeking a 
donor to supply shopping bags for use at 
the WFO bout iques.   Be on the look-out  for 
upcoming news regarding JLOEB-sponsored 
Financial  L i teracy Workshops.

13
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COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT 
FUND GRANTS

The Communi ty Enrichment Fund (CEF) was created to al low JLOEB to contr ibute to 
the f inancial  needs of  communi ty agencies located in Alameda and Contra Costa 

Count ies,  focusing on agencies that  match our miss ion of  Fami ly Sel f -Suf f ic iency in 
our immediate communi t ies–wi th the emphasis  on c lothing, food, housing and/or jobs.  

Al l  qual i f ied 501(c)3 agencies in Alameda and Contra Costa Count ies are invi ted to 
apply for a grant .  CEF grants are funded annual ly by dis t r ibut ions from the Maridel 

M. Moul ton Sustainabi l i ty  Fund. 

STAND!
STAND! in Concord - STAND! delivers children’s 

therapy, childcare, and children’s educational 
programs to abused children and those affected 
by domestic violence. STAND! also trains legal 

and law enforcement personnel, human services 
professionals, educators and health care providers.

THE HATLEN CENTER
The Hatlen Center in San Pablo - The Hatlen 
Center is a residential program that teaches 
people who are blind or visually impaired 
to live independently by actually living 
independently. 

VESTIA

VESTIA in Pleasant Hill - VESTIA (Volunteer & Emergency 
Services Team in Action) is devoted to serving individuals 

and families receiving benefits from Contra Costa 
County’s Employment & Human Services Department 

(EHSD). 

OAKLAND-EAST BAY
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
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DONORS AND PATRONS

JLOEB Advocate: 
$100-$249
Melanie Anguay
Mercedes Baumbach
Liz & Nial l  Cantwel l
Cynthia Carbin
Barbara Chaconas
Barbara Conley
Lynna Lan Tien Nguyen Do
Dorothy Duncan
Maria Falaschi
Les l ie F isher
Jan Hope
Carla Koren
Kerry Marsh
Judi McKee
Lisa Parker
Karen Redwood
Tric ia Stenger

JLOEB Supporter:  
$250 - $499
Claudine Davis & Deloi t te 
J i l l  Robinson & PWC
Sarah Talach

JLOEB Patron:  
$500-$999
Bri t tney Beuss ink & Workday
Anne Perkins & Adobe
Tasha Reisz & RSM US - 
Foundat ion
Diane Stevenson & Aetna
Ashley Zarel la & Chevron

JLOEB Visionary: 
$2,500 - $4,999
AnnAlia Young

Give, Shop & Sip 
Sponsors:  
Gir ls  Jus t  Wanna Have Funds

Give, Shop & Sip 
Donors:
Vineyard Vines
Kendra Scot t

JLOEB Supporters: 
The Art  of  Shaving
BALI  Construct ion
The Cashmere Sale
Corners Tavern
Ei leen Fisher
Hanna Andersson
Kate Spade New York
Ki t  and Ace
Michael  David Winery
Nespresso
Sephora
Tommy Bahama

LUNAFEST Sponsors:
Cli f  Bar
Diablo Magazine

LUNAFEST Patron Levels

Bronze Patrons:
AnnAlia Young
Corinne Wahl
Er in Graf f ius
Jed and Al isha Dooley
Jenna Ber tuccel l i
Laura MacLeod
The Michael  Law Firm
Michel le Kane
Noel le Tuominen
Renee Dawson
Rose Stubberf ie ld
Tr iNet

Silver Patrons:
Anne Perkins
Maria Falaschi ,  B luPoint  - 
Market ing
Dream. Design. Do
Lynna Do
Nial l  and L iz Cantwel l
Sarah Talach

Patrons:
Chi ldren’s Hospi ta l  & 
Research Center Oakland
Clara Del lenbach
Irene Lo
Jul ianne Averi l
Odet te Vanderveer
Randi Ervin
Shelby Swartz

JLOEB ANNUAL FUND

Friend of JLOEB:  
$25-$99
Ju l ianne Averi l l
Jackie Bres l in
Barbara Cappa
Debora Caval l i
Susan Chri t ton
Tess Costanzo
Andrea Donatucci
Ju l ie Fr iedman
Susan Hinzie
Shel ley Hoff
Michel le Kane & 
Dennis Ventry
El la Lam & Union Bank
Steve & Mackenzie Lesher
Jul ie McAfee & Union Bank
Joanie Shepherd Mel lows
Catherine Metzgar
Sarah Morr ison
Robin Nick
Susan Requa
Sue Smegal
Crys ta l  Smi th
Odet te Vandaveer
Ashley Voyles
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The L i l l ian F le tcher Nichols  Sustainer of  the Year Award 
showcases outs tanding Sustainers who are role models 

for al l  o ther members in t ransi t ioning their  Junior League 
training and experience in to the wider communi ty.

The Sustainer of  the Year award was created in 1982 
to encourage more connect ion wi th our Sustaining 
members.  I t  was named the L i l l ian F le tcher Nichols 

Award in honor of  L i l l ian,  the second President  of  the 
Fenton League (predecessor of  Oakland-East  Bay).  

L i l l ian led the complet ion of  our appl icat ion process to 
become a Junior League.  She also was the perfect  ro le 
model  for women who not  only serve the Junior League 

but  a lso – and important ly – take their  Junior League 
ta lents  out  in to the communi ty.   She served as a Trus tee 

of  Stanford Univers i ty for th ir teen years and was a 
prominent  f igure in many other Bay Area civ ic af fairs .

Karen has always been highly commit ted 
to support ing educat ion.  For more than 
a decade, she was deeply involved as a 
volunteer in a various capaci t ies wi thin 
local  publ ic  schools  at  a l l  age levels .

She has been chair  of  the Annual Fund 
Drive,  Parent  rep to teachers group, PFA 
president ,  v ice-president ,  t reasurer,  chair 
and part ic ipant  on various fund rais ing 
and school  communi ty events ,  Member 
and chair  for Parent  Act ion Team to br ing 
at tent ion to social  issues at  Northgate 
High School ,  and she has provided 
ongoing supplemental  funding for support 
counselors.

But  in the las t  several  years,  Karen has 
real ly increased her commitment to 
educat ion through as a s te l lar volunteer 
wi th the Walnut  Creek L ibrary Foundat ion, 
serving on the Board of  Directors s ince 
2010:
•	 Chair ,  Si lent  Auct ion commit tee for 

annual  fundraiser,  Authors’  Gala

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2017 SUSTAINER OF THE YEAR 
KAREN FAY!

•	 Co-chair ,  Si lent  Auct ion for two years; 
( revenues near ly t r ip led wi thin 4 years)

•	 Co-chair ,  Author’s  Gala, (se t 
fundrais ing record for event  at  that 
point )

•	 Market ing Commit tee,  two years
•	 Execut ive Board – Market ing VP, two 

years,  responsible for publ ic  face for 
WCLF, Annual Report ,  es tabl ishing and 
communicat ing “Brand”

•	 Planned Giving Commit tee – 
inves t igat ing and creat ing market ing 
plans

•	 Ad hoc commit tee inves t igat ing use of 
and viabi l i ty  of  WCLF Advisory Board

•	 Ad hoc commit tee on Board organizat ion

In addi t ion, Karen has ass is ted other 
local  nonprof i t s  as a volunteer speaker 
and consul tant  to various groups,  helping 
them conduct  ef fec t ive job searches and 
capi ta l ize on profess ional  background in 
career consul t ing. 

Thanks for being an inspiration 
Karen!

OAKLAND-EAST BAY
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

LILLIAN FLETCHER NICHOLS
SUSTAINER OF THE YEAR AWARD
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•	 Mom’s Group
•	 Running Club
•	 Leadership + Success Book Club
•	 Tennis Club
•	 Book Club (F ic t ion)
•	 Book Club (Non-Fic t ion)

FEATURED CLUB:
LEADERSHIP + SUCCESS BOOK CLUB

Each month we read a book chosen by a book 
c lub member that  centers around leadership.  We 

have read:

You are a Badass by Jen Sincero
Star t  wi th Why by Simon Sineck

Leadership on the L ine by Ronald Hei fe tz

At our f i rs t  meet ing back in October,  Shelby 
Schwar tz made snacks of  book c lub worms and 

bookmarks wi th empowering quotes on them.

CLUBS AND SOCIALS

GROUPS AND SOCIAL CLUBS
•	 Hiking Club
•	 Walking Club
•	 Brunch Club
•	 Dinner Club
•	 Lunch Club
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The JUNIOR LEAGUE OF OAKLAND-EAST BAY was honored to be selected to host LUNAFEST in 
our community for the second year in a row. 

IN ITS 16TH  YEAR, LUNAFEST®, A HIGHLY-ANTICIPATED FUNDRAISING FILM FESTIVAL, IS DEDICATED 
TO PROMOTING AWARENESS ABOUT WOMEN’S ISSUES, HIGHLIGHTING WOMEN FILMMAKERS, 

AND BRINGING WOMEN TOGETHER IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. THIS UNIQUE FILM FESTIVAL FEATURES 
NINE SHORT FILMS BY, FOR, AND ABOUT WOMEN. 

The films range from animation to fictional drama, and cover topics such as women’s health, motherhood, 
body image, aging, cultural diversity, and breaking barriers. We kicked off the festival on March 19th , 
with a Patron Party held at Buon Vino in downtown Walnut Creek where attendees could sample a variety 
of wines, enjoy some delicious appetizers and bid on a collection of unique silent auction items.  
Proceeds from the party and festival benefit Junior League of Oakland-East Bay’s programs that help us to 
create a community where families are self-sufficient and thrive.

LUNAFEST SPOTLIGHT 2017
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SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE  k icked of f  the hol iday season at  Broadway Plaza 
in Walnut  Creek wi th the inaugural  Give,  Shop, & Sip event .   Members,  sus tainers, 
and communi ty members enjoyed a fun-f i l led af ternoon in support  of  the League. T icket 
holders were ent i t led to shopping discounts at  par tner ing s tores,  beverage samples, 
mini-makeovers at  Sephora, raf f les,  and more. At tendees and passersby could also 
take advantage of  the gi f t  wrapping s tat ion, se t  up in f ront  of  Athle ta.  During the 
event ,  the members were also col lec t ing accessor ies for our Communi ty Par tner, 
Wardrobe for Opportuni ty.  

Af terwards,  at tendees were invi ted to keep the spir i t  going at  Kendra Scot t  and 
Corner’s  Tavern. Overal l ,  Give Shop Sip raised $8,018 for the League and es tabl ished 
valuable re lat ionships wi thin our communi ty in Walnut  Creek.

GIVE, SHOP, & SIP
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JLOEB  has of fered a mix of  both personal  development and ski l l  t rainings 
to our members,  of tent imes al igning wi th the League’s pi l lars.   During the 
2016-20017 league year,  approximate ly 30 training sess ions of  varying topics 
were of fered, inc luding leadership t rainings,  f inancial  p lanning sess ions,  human 
traf f icking awareness,  l ive happier/work happier and leadership & legis lat ion.  
This  year members learned about the fo l lowing topics: 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND LINKEDIN - GARDENING AND LANDSCAPING 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING - RETIREMENT PLANNING - CASH FLOW AND 
DEBT MANAGEMENT - BUYING A HOME OR REFINANCING - WOMEN’S 
SELF-DEFENSE - MEDITATION - DE-CLUTTER TO DE-STRESS - WORK 

HAPPIER, LIVE BETTER - ORGANIZATION WITH EVERNOTE 

VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT
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COMMUNITY IMPACT SHIFTS 
 

181 VOLUNTEERS, 456 HOURS 
VOLUNTEERED

WARDROBE FOR OPPORTUNITY 
SHIFTS 

 
64 VOLUNTEERS, 149 HOURS 

VOLUNTEERED

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE
OAKLAND-EAST BAY

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

COMMUNITY PROGRAM METRICS
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